
the dues paying membership has 
increased by 500% since August 
of 2006.  I am certain that many 
more of us would pay our dues if 
we knew about it..  It is there-
fore important that I ask the 600-
700 of you who are ac-
tive members to find one of your 
team mates who may not be re-
ceiving our communications and 
collect the data.  Help us continue 
our relentless pursuit of finding 
email addresses, changed ad-
dresses, and “M” Club members 
who will become active only for 
the knowing that they are 
wanted.  Thank you for making 
the “M” Club a better club, have a 
happy and prosperous new year, 
and keep in touch.  GEO 

George Adzick ~   FB ‘74-76  

My last year of ICA competition 
was 1976.  Since then, the “M” 
Club has successfully solicited me 
about half of the time.  I 
never really consciously decided 
to pay or not.   It was simply a 
matter of whether I showed up 
at my parent’s home on the day 
or week when the dues state-
ment arrived at their mailbox.  If 
the timing was right,  I sent  a 
check, if not, the envelope found 
the circular file and the “M” Club 
missed out on my dues for that 
year.  My guess is that most of 
us have a similar story.  And 
while human nature guards call-
ing the electric company when 
you think you owe them...  I am 
d e l i g h t e d  t o  r e p o r t 
that  members of the “M” Club 

are different.  An increasing num-
ber of us have been proactively 
sending our dues in… unsolic-
ited,  all months of the year. We 
include notes that say, “I don’t 
remember receiving my statement 
but want to be sure that I am up to 
date on my dues”.   This, my fellow 

members, is a beautiful thing.  Now 
that we are in January and will be 
sending our annual dues statement 
to over 5000 letterwinners, it is 
particularly inspiring to know that 

Men & Women: Come support 
National Girls and Women in 
Sports Day... 

Please join us on  Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5th at Bryant-Lake Bowl 
(810 W Lake Street). Our usual 
fun-filled Gopher social will have 
an additional piece this month as 
we tip our hat to the celebration 
of the inclusion of girls and 
women in sports!  Bowling lanes 
will be open from 3-5pm so bring 
the whole family!  The Gopher 

Gathering will start at 5pm and 
go until 8pm.  Come for the 
snacks and drink specials and 
don’t forget about the door 
prizes! 

What are Gopher Gatherings? 

Socials that bring together 
alumni, boosters, coaches, staff 
and business leaders that support 
the University of Minnesota Ath-
letics Programs. These socials are 
open to all alumnae and will fea-
ture inside scoop on current 

activities in the Athletics Depart-
ment as well as a chance to meet 
and greet members of the 
Golden Gopher family. 

Gopher Gatherings are one great 
way to strengthen your connec-
tion with other alums and net-
work with current Department 
members.   

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT      
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE OLD 
FRIENDS AND MEET NEW 

ONES! 

Hello Varsity “M”!  A Message from the Director 
 

Men’s Basketball 
Alumni Day 

 

Jan. 
11 

 
Women’s Cross 
Country Banquet 

 
W. Basketball 
Alumni Day 

 

Jan. 

18 
 

Jan. 

18 

 
“M” CLUB 
Board Meeting 

 

Jan. 
20 

 

Varsity Club 
Breakfast 

 

Jan. 
30 

Women’s  
Swimming & 
Diving 1999 
Team Reunion 

 

Jan. 
30-31 

 
Gopher 
Gathering 

 

Feb. 
5 

 
Volleyball 
Banquet 

 

Feb. 
7 
 

W. Gymnastics 
1989 Reunion 
 
Men’s Hockey 
1979 Reunion 

Feb. 
7 
 

Feb. 
7 

Gopher Gathering * February 5th 
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“As we enter this 

2009 year, let’s 

appreciate the 

people, the values, 

and the traditions 

that have made 

our University … a 

successful 

environment....” 

Jean Freeman 
“M” Club President 

Letter from our President 
2008 has been a good year for the “M” Club and the alums at the University of Minnesota. I am 
proud of the relationship the “M” Club is developing with the current athletics department staff, 
former “M” Club board members, and recent alums as noted by younger folks in attendance at our 
Gopher Gatherings & Varsity Breakfast. There has been a wonderful mix of alums of all ages reach-
ing out to each other and helping us through our stages of life. We have had retired alums help us 
clean up our data base, host reunions, and network with other alums in this trying job market. 

In my first year as President of the “M” Club I have had numerous opportunities to be so proud of 
being a part of this Golden Gopher family. I have enjoyed seeing former athletes come back to finish 
their degree with assistance from the athletics department. We have located more female athletes 
who were not recognized during their undergrad years with an “M” letter. To be able to see the 
pride as they are receiving this “M” for the first time has been extremely rewarding. 

In 2008 we have had 144 alums join us as dues paying Lifetime members. We have had 456 join us as 
dues paying yearly members. This has helped us to validate that we are out there and wish to con-
tinue to gather together to reconnect with other alums with the current athletic department and to 
show our support of the current teams and the future of the University of Minnesota Athletics.  

My role as President of the “M” Club is a two year commitment. I am excited to begin the second 
year. I would like to focus on: 

• expanding our alumni data base and developing the best form of communication to use. 

•  Developing & strengthening a “team of sport reps” for each sport that can help us gather for 
reunions and any other occasions that teams may have. You will find a list of the team sport 
representatives in this newsletter to contact if you are interested in helping us out. We are 
looking for more volunteers.  

• Moving in and successfully using the “M” Room in TCF Bank Stadium. Having alums from all 
sports taking advantage of the opportunity to gather together in our “M” Room. 

• Developing a template for reunions that can help make them successful and enjoyable. 

• Continuing to encourage alums to get involved with each other through the “M” Club and 
supporting the current teams by attending events and buying season tickets. Feel free to send 
us ideas you have to improve the “M” Club and ways of reconnecting. 

(continued on pg. 3) 

We are excited to have you with us as we head into 2009. This year will bring the opening of  TCF 
Bank Stadium, which will bring our football team back to campus. The new stadium will include the 
“M” Club Room which will be available for us to gather in. I do believe this will change the “M” Club 
forever, in a very positive manner. We will have a place to call our home.  A place to gather before 
home events, a place to have reunions and other celebrations, a place to socialize and network. 
Thanks to all who have been able to, or will be able to donate to help build this room and the sta-
dium. 

The “M” Club’s Goal remains the same: “To Build Lifetime Relationships” 

It is a reality for all of us that this coming year will bring change across our nation, in our communi-
ties, and in our businesses and in our families.  It is important to remember that we have experi-
enced incredible blessings. It is also important that there will be alums who will be challenged in 
ways they have never been before. It will be more important than ever to gather together and be 
innovative and help guide ourselves so we can continue to grow as a letterwinners club and as indi-
viduals into our next phase of growth. We have our first Varsity Breakfast of 2009 on  Jan. 30th, 
another chance to gather together and overlook the new stadium as we move towards the future.  
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As we enter this 2009 year, let's 
appreciate the people, the values, 
and the traditions that have made 
our University of Minnesota a suc-
cessful environment not only for us, 
but for our present & future stu-
dent athletes .  Thanks to George 
Adzick and his “M” Club staff, 
Jummy Barlass & Lisa Hardy for 
spending every day helping us alums 
to “Build Lifetime Relationships”. 
Thanks to each Board member for 
taking the time to guide us through 
our Hall of Fame, golf events, stu-
dent athlete liaison program, hon-

oring of first-year letterwinners, 
team reunions, Championship Cele-
brations, Gopher Gatherings, and 
Varsity Breakfasts. Thanks for being 
active alums! 

 

 

M Club President ~ Jean Freeman ~ 
SWM, VB, BSK, TRK 1968-72 

 

 

 

 

—SAVE THE DATE— 

 

VARSITY CLUB BREAKFAST 

Fri, January 30th 7:30-9:30am 

Williams Arena Club Room 

 

Doors open at 7 am. Parking is 
available in the University Avenue 
Parking Ramp (we validate!). $20 
for Active Members, $25 for 
Guests and Non-active M members  

*RSVP by calling 612-626-5873* 

As a Team Sport Rep, you are responsible for enhancing the commu-
nication between letterwinners in your sport, past & present coaches, 
and the “M” Club.  You will help us find alums from your sport so 
that we have a collective database, and act as an ambassador for the 
University of Minnesota Athletics programs,   If you are interested in 
taking on this role, please contact the “M” Club (mclub@umn.edu) 
and we will get you started.  We are always looking for more volun-
teers!  Your help is crucial to the success of our letterwinners club. 

 

Listed here are the current Team Sport Representatives: 

Matt Anderle ~ FB 98 ~ manderle@minneapolis.nef.com 

Jennifer Anderson ~ WGF 92-95 ~ jandersoninc@comcast.net 

Keith Ballard ~ MHKY 02-04 ~ ball0194@umn.edu 

Jennifer Barnes ~ ROW 06-08 ~ barnes.jnnfr@hotmail.com 

Timothy Browne ~ FB 70-71 ~ tim@browne2marketing.com 

Anthony Burke ~ FB 83-86 ~ anthony.n.burke@wellsfargo.com 

Jean Freeman ~ WSWM 68-72 ~ freem002@umn.edu 

Judith Gehrke ~ WTNS 69-71 ~ judithgehrke@hotmail.com 

Jason Hagman ~ FB 97-98 ~ hags_29@yahoo.com 

Mark Halverson ~ MGF 95-97 ~ markh@compasscap.com 

Michelle Hass ~ ROW 01 ~ michelle.hass@genmills.com 

Peter Hiestand ~ FB 94-95 ~ phiestan@cisco.com 

Ron Hoffner ~ MCC/TRK 96-99 ~ ronhoffner@yahoo.com 

Judy Jungwirth ~ WHKY 61-65 ~ jjungwirth@comcast.net 

Randi LaFleur ~ WGYM 76-79 ~ randi.lafleur@wnins.com 

Kimberly Magee ~ WCC 01-02 ~ mage0057@umn.edu 

Annette Margarit ~ SOC ~ margarita@seversonsheldon.com 

Katie Meyer ~ SB 04-07 ~ meye0752@umn.edu 

Dan Moore ~ FB 96-98 ~ danmoore14@hotmail.com 

Michelle Moore ~ WGF 95-99 ~ michelle.m.moore@wellsfargo.com 

Larry Olimb ~ MHKY 89-92 ~ lolimb@carlson.com 

Katie Peterson ~ SB 92-95 ~ katiep24@gmail.com 

Alan Reid ~ FB 82-83 ~ areid@empocorp.com 

Alan Rice ~ WRS 47-50 ~ alanhrice@usa.net 

Bob Rofidal ~ BSE 67 ~ brofidal@comcast.net 

Diane Scovill ~ WBB 74-76 ~ diane.scovill@minneapolis.edu 

John Shevlin ~ FB 04-07 ~ shev0011@umn.edu 

Lindsay Somrock ~ WGF 06 ~ somr0003@umn.edu 

Brian Stroshane ~ MSWM 98 ~ brian.a.stroshane@usdoj.gov 

Marvin Taylor ~ MBB 71-73 ~ marvin.taylor@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 

Team Sport Representatives  
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 Promotions Chair 
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Brian Snyder 

 Student Liaison Chair 
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“M” Club 

516 15th Avenue SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Phone: 612-626-5873 

Fax: 612-625-0033 

E-mail: mclub@umn.edu 

Events & Promotions: 

*Hall of Fame 

*Championship Celebrations 

*Alumni Reunions 

*Homecoming 

*Gopher Gatherings 

*First-Year Letter Awards  

*Varsity Club Breakfast  

*The Bolstad Cup  

*The Varsity Cup 

 

Student Liaison Program: 

*Career Development 

*Senior Advisory 

*Employment Network 

*Team Liaisons 

University Of Minnesota 

"Building Lifetime Relationships" 

We’re on the Web! 
www.gophermclub.org 

“M” Club Staff 
George Adzick 

 Director 

 adzick@umn.edu 

Lisa Hardy 

 Administrative Assistant 

 hard0212@umn.edu 

Jummy Barlass 

 Intern 

 barla024@umn.edu 


